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Objectives/purpose 

To ensure that: 

• calves are cared for in a way that promotes their health, welfare and growth, 

• staff health and safety is maintained, and 

• staff use their time efficiently and effectively. 

Person in charge 

If you have any queries about this SOP consult with the Calf Rearing Manager. 

Steps 

Checking a calf’s health 

1. Before entering the calf pen clean and sterilise your footwear 

using the boot wash outside the pens. When moving between 

pens clean and sterilise your footwear between each shift.  

2. Wear clean protective clothing, including gloves. 

3. Check the health of each individual calf at each feeding.  

4. The signs of a healthy calf are: 

o nose is clear of discharge, moist and cool, 

o it is alert and has responsive ears with no infection around 

the ear tag, 

o no navel infection, 

o no mouth ulcers, 

o can stand and walks normally,  

o feeding, 

o shiny coat. 

If you lightly pinch a calf’s skin and it is slow to return to its normal position the calf may be 

dehydrated and need electrolytes. 

If a calf is showing signs of ill-health (see assessing a calf’s health below) 

1. Contact the Calf Rearing Manager or Farm Manager so they can decide on a course of 

treatment. 

Treating scours 

1. Remove a scouring calf from the other calves in its group and shift to the sick pen. 

2. When entering or leaving the sick pen clean and sterilise your footwear using the boot wash 

outside the pen.  

3. Feed sick calves last and clean their feeders after every feed. 

4. Feed scouring calves only on electrolytes for two feeds, then gradually reintroduce them to 

milk. 

5. Once a calf is healthy again the Calf Rearing Manager will decide which group they should 

return to.  

NB. The sooner a scouring calf is noticed and treated, the faster it will recover. This will also reduce 

the spread of an infection to other calves.
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Notes 

• Excellent hygiene is important to maintain calf health and prevent disease transmission. 

• Act promptly when you notice a sick calf. 


